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The year 2020 was a challenging year. Loss of work
due to Covid-19 has created financial burdens for

many people. In 2021 , we are called as a CJB
community to help these people more than ever. Our

school community has banned together and found
many ways to help. We had a food drive to benefit

Daybreak Shelter and  Together We Cope. Also, 
 starting February 19th,  students can help those at
Ronald McDonald House.   We are called as Jesus’

disciples to remember those less fortunate than us.
We also need to pray for peace in these turbulent

times. We need to pray that the politicians learn to
work together and create legislation that benefits us
all. We need to pray that people remember we are all
God’s children and that every life matters. We should
unite for the same cause, peace, and love for all. Let’s

try for the rest of the school year to show we care
about God’s children by lending a helping hand.
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Catholic  Schools Week is one of the most important events of
the year as it honors our Catholic values of faith, service, and

academic excellence. During this treasured week, students and
teachers participated in events that showed the bond and
strength of our CJB family. Throughout the week, grades

students participated in Penny Wars, an event in which
students brought pennies to school and put them in their

grade’s respective jars. The way to win is by having the most
pennies by dollar amount in your jar. In 4th-8th, they played
sabotage, where you can insert silver coins into other grades
jars, meaning that they lost points in the race. For preschool-

3rd grade students, they played only by penny amount, 
 meaning that there is no sabotage. It is just the grade with the
most pennies wins. This year the goal was $1,500 to donate the

Make A Wish Foundation. We actually raised  $2390.97!
Students attended mass dedicated to honoring the

achievements of Catholic schools. As well as the whole school,
individual groups of our school family were honored on their
own separate days. There was Student Appreciation Day and

Teacher Appreciation Day in which students wore a shirt of one
of their teacher’s two  favorite colors, an annual tradition at

CJB. Finally, on Tuesday, we had frontline heroes OOU, in which
we honored the people who served in the pandemic. On

Thursday, students wore neon colors, and Friday was sports
day when students wore clothing of their favorite sports team.

Catholic Schools Week is always an amazing week!

ST.
VALENTINE
BY ANNA BIANCO 

Saint Valentine was born in 226 AD. 
 During his lifetime, he was a pope. He
prayed every day and set a good
example for others. He also became
a martyr when he was beheaded for
marrying couples in secret after the
rulers decided that unmarried men
make better soldiers.  He is the
patron saint of lovers, epileptics, and
beekeepers. He died on  February 14,
269 AD, which is also his feast day. 
 We learn from St. Valentine that to
love is to be kind.

EDITORS NOTE
BY ANNA BIANCO, MAGGIE KAVANAUGH, AND TAYLOR HEALY 

Welcome to the third issue of the Bernazine of 2020-2021 school year!
The students worked hard on their articles describing what they have
been learning in their fantastic classes with their amazing teachers!

Some special articles are on President’s Day, St. Valentine, and
Catholic Schools Week. We hope you enjoy the February Bernazine!

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK  
BY JAYDEN THOMAS 

BY CELIA MINNONE AND ELLIE CONNEELY

PRESIDENT'S DAY 

 This year, we will celebrate Presidents' Day, a federal holiday, on
Monday, February 15. Originally, we celebrated President George
Washington’s birthday which was on February 22, but after the

Uniform Monday Holiday Act, we began celebrating on every third
Monday of February. We also celebrated President Abraham Lincoln’s

birthday on the same day. At first, the holiday was called
Washington’s Birthday, but as companies began advertising for
Presidents’ Day sales, the name caught on. Now we celebrate

Presidents’ Day, a holiday that honors all of America’s presidents.
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RELIGION
BY PETER BAIO

The sixth grade students have been
learning about the Old Testament
and all of Jesus’ ancestors. They
learned about Joseph, Jacob, and
Moses. Each of these people
trusted God and followed Him.
They now have started the
program called Family Life and
how unique each person is.

Christmas was a great time off for the students of CJB, and they
enjoyed the time off with their families. Coming back from break,

they spent two weeks in E-learning. With the new rules, the students
wore their uniforms for Google Meets, and they worked hard the

entire time. Now that they are back in school, they are working even
harder. In religion, the students are preparing for their upcoming

Confirmation. They reflected on their past sacraments. They learned
about the first martyrs, the struggles of being Christian in the early

Church, and the many blessings they have. In literature they are
reading the novel  Animal Farm which is about farm animals rebelling
against their cruel master. It symbolizes communism in Russia.  With
fresh minds from break, the students are attentive, alert, and eager
to learn. As long as they keep up the good work, they will be kicking

off 2021 the right way.

8TH GRADE HAPPENINGS 
BY DREW LUBINSKI AND JIMMY PIKO

7TH  GRADE HAPPENINGS 
BY DIANA VIZ  AND GIADA MCGLYNN 

In seventh grade, the students learned many new things. They
learned how to stay closer to God and how to follow in Jesus’

example in religion. In social studies, the seventh graders
learned about how Andrew Jackson impacted our country as a

president. They are reading Tangerine by Edward Bloor in
literature. In science, they studied cellular respiration and in
math, learned about algebraic expressions. In English, they
learned about sentences. In conclusion, the seventh grade

students learned a lot but can’t wait to learn more.

E-LEARNING
BY JUDE NGUYEN 

At the turn of the new year,    
E-Learning remains an efficient

way to do home schooling. One of
the best things about E-Learning
is being able to watch a younger

sibling play freeze dance and
staying at home. On Tuesdays,

there is a rather “crazy” schedule
that we have to follow. For sixth
grade, the students get off the
meet at 7:50, rejoin the meet at

9:05 language arts, and then
math at 10:15.  
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LANGUAGE ARTS

   

LITERATURE
BY ELLIE GUYETTE AND
KAYA PAWLAK

 In literature class, the sixth grade
students started reading the book
From The Mixed-Up Files of Mrs. Basil
E. Frankweiler  The story started with
a girl named Claudia who has three
brothers.  Claudia plans to run away
with one of her brothers, Jamie, to
the Metropolitan Museum of Art in
New York City.  In class we read a
chapter, journal about what
happened in the story, and complete
a packet on the chapter.

WORLD HISTORY
BY NORA OLIVER 

In social studies, the sixth grade students just finished learning about
medieval times. They learned that life was very different than it is

today. The sixth graders read about knights, and how they protected
the castles. They also built replicas of a castle in the Middle Ages. 

 Although they weren't able to bring the castles into school this year,
the students emailed a picture and were able to present their castles

to their homeroom. 

The sixth grade students are excited to learn about what makes up
a sentence and the kinds of sentences. They have learned about a
complete subject, simple subject, complete predicate, and so much
more. The students have been working very hard and very eager

to continue learning about the language arts world.

BY TAYLOR HEALY AND ELLA POZULP 

MATH

The sixth graders just ended a
chapter on inequalities. They

learned the signs less than, greater
than, less than or equal to, greater
than or equal to, and not equal to.
They also learned how to name the

dependent variable and the
independent variable, and how to

use patterns to write and solve
equations. They started learning
about ratios and rates. The sixth
graders learned that ratios are a

relationship between two quantities.

BY GABBY PALMA

SCIENCE
BY ELLIE GUYETTE AND  KAYA PAWLAK 

The sixth grade students learned
about the elements of the periodic
table. They made a project where

they chose an element and
constructed a 3-dimensional model.
The model could be anything, even

food. They also learned why the
periodic table is not a full rectangle
and why it is arranged in a specific
way. Science is a very interesting

and unique subject.

AMERICAN HISTORY
BY KATE GOMEZ AND DIANA VIZ 

In class, the seventh graders discussed equality. It was April 12, 1861,
and the war of rebellion had just begun, the Civil War. It was a fight

for equality among the nation. Blacks wanted to be freed from
slavery, have the right to vote, and be treated equally. It was 1865,

and after four years of challenges, fighting, and hard work, the
Union won the war for equality.  Little did they know, another fight
was just around the corner.  In the early 19th century, blacks could
only use certain restaurants, swimming pools, bathrooms, schools,
water fountains, shops, etc. There was a woman named Rosa Parks

who just wanted to take the bus.  She was forced to sit in the back of
the bus with the other African Americans so that a white man could
sit in the front.  Parks did not move causing the police to come and
arrest her.  This sparked a huge revolution. In 1963, a man named
Martin Luther King, Jr. led a peaceful march in Washington D.C. to
the Lincoln Memorial. Over a quarter-million people participated in

this march. Martin Luther King, Jr. only wanted to protest peacefully.  
He felt that the world wouldn’t change if we acted violently.  He

made a speech at the Washington Monument that stayed in
everyone’s’ hearts and minds from that day forward.  In his speech,
he said, “We must develop and maintain the capacity to forgive. He
who is devoid of the power to forgive is devoid of the power to love.
There is some good in the worst of us and some evil in the best of us.
When we discover this, we are less prone to hate our enemies.” This
speech opened many people’s eyes. However, in 2021 the fight for
equality still wasn’t over. The year 2020 was an overall bad year,
especially when protests and disagreements broke out about the

true equality between whites and blacks. We can all learn from these
times in history that the world will only be what we make it.  If we
want the world to be peaceful and inviting, then we have to work

together to make equality universal.
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GYM CLASS

COMPUTERS

ART CLASS
BY DAVID ROSNER AND
LUKE ZUKOWSKI

In art, the sixth graders have been
keeping a drawing journal, writing a
summary, and learning the script of a
play. When they kept their drawing
journal over virtual learning, they
were told to draw five different
things on a thirty-day drawing
challenge. When they wrote a
summary, they learned how many
sentences a summary should be and
what you should write in the
summary. Lastly, they learned how
to read the script of a play by playing
some characters in a story. Also, they
had a contest where they had to
draw a certain way and whoever had
the best drawing won.

Gym class throughout all ages at CJB is amazing. There are fun
activities that everyone likes, and  students stay active when doing

them. Even during school without a gym, students do activities in the
classrooms with their gym bags or an athletic video. For the sixth

grade, the assignment was a calendar to record  their athletic
activity down 3-5 times a week. During e-learning, the students’ goal

was to be athletic at home.

BY JACK MANZELLA AND HENRY SELOF  

Our computer teacher loves to do fun projects with the sixth graders,  
and their social studies teacher helps create the projects.  Over the
past couple of weeks, they have been worked on a very fun project,
called Sticks and Tomes. They had to read a nonfiction article about
an ancient civilization and answer questions on it.  Then, in computer

class, they created a google doc and made it creative with their
answers.  In the upcoming weeks, they will be making a placemat

about a country they were assigned.  They have to create the most
popular foods in the country and a popular dessert and put it on their

placemat.  One more exciting thing they get to do is create the
placemat to look like their country’s flag!  These are some fun

projects that we do in computer class.

BY MAGGIE KAVANAUGH  

MUSIC 
BY MAGGIE HASTINGS

In music class, the sixth grade listened to songs and watched videos relating
to music. For example, the videos were shown as warm-up activities to begin

class. Sometimes they complete work in Google Classroom. In Google
Classroom, there are worksheets uploaded for the students to complete.
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